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When We Were Saints 
By Han Nolan 
YA Nolan 
Inspired by his grandfather's last words 
and guided by a girl who believes they are 
saints, fourteen-year-old Archie sets out 
on a spiritual quest that takes him from 
southern Appalachia to the Cloisters Mu-
seum in New York City. 
 
Facing the Music 
By Margaret Willey 
YA Willey 
Through her love of music and member-
ship in her brother's band, sixteen-year-old 
Lisa learns to deal with her feelings of 
abandonment following her mother's 
death. 
 
The Off Season* 
By Catherine Gilbert Murdock 
YA Murdock 
High school junior D.J. staggers under the 
weight of caring for her badly injured 
brother, her responsibilities on the dairy 
farm, a changing relationship with her 
friend Brian, and her own athletic aspira-
tions. 
 
Upstream 
By Melissa Lion 
YA Lion 
After her boyfriend is killed in a hunting 
accident, Alaska high-school-senior Marty, 
with help from her mother and two younger 
sisters, tries to get over her grief and begin 
a new life. 
 
Homecoming 
By Cynthia Voigt 
YA Voig 
Abandoned by their mother, four children 
begin a search for a home and an identity. 
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