
Other Gary D. Schmidt Selections 
 
 
1.  

 

 
 
Okay for Now (Apr 2011) 

While Doug struggles to be more than the thug that his teachers and the police think 
him to be, he finds an unlikely ally in Lil Spicer, as they explore Audubon's art. 
 
2.  

 

 
 
Trouble (Apr 2008) 
Fourteen-year-old Henry, wishing to honor his brother Franklin's dying wish, sets out to 
hike Maine's Mount Katahdin with his best friend and dog. But fate adds another 
companion--the Cambodian refugee accused of fatally injuring Franklin--and reveals 
troubles that predate the accident. 
  
3.  

 

 
 
William Bradford: Plymouth's faithful pilgrim (Sep 2007) 
Tells the story of Bradford who established Plymouth colony and was re-elected as its 
governor more than thirty times. 
  
 
 



4.  

 

 
 
The Wednesday Wars (May 2007) 
During the 1967 school year, on Wednesday afternoons when all his classmates go to 
either Catechism or Hebrew school, seventh-grader Holling Hoodhood stays in Mrs. 
Baker's classroom where they read the plays of William Shakespeare and Holling learns 
much of value about the world he lives in. 
  
5.  

 

 
 
First Boy (Oct 2005) 
Dragged into the political turmoil of a presidential election year, fourteen-year-old 
Cooper Jewett, who runs a New Hampshire dairy farm since his grandfather's death, 
stands up for himself and makes it clear whose first boy he really is. 
 
6.  

 

 
 
Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy (May 2004) 
In 1911, Turner Buckminster hates his new home of Phippsburg, Maine, but things 
improve when he meets Lizzie Bright Griffin, a girl from a poor, nearby island community 
founded by former slaves that the town fathers--and Turner's--want to change into a 
tourist spot. 
  
 



7.  

 

 
 
The Wonders of Donal O'Donnell: a folktale of Ireland (Jul 2002) 
The stories of three peddlers are told to Donal O'Donnell and his wife one stormy night 
and begin to heal their hearts, broken by the death of their son. 
  
8.  

 

 
 
Mara's Stories: glimmers in the darkness (Oct 2001) 
Each evening, in one of the barracks of a Nazi death camp, a woman shares stories that 
push back the darkness, cold, and fear, bringing hope to the women and children who 
listen. 
 
9.  

 

 
 
Straw into Gold (Apr 2001) 
Pursued by greedy villains, two boys on a quest to save innocent lives meet the 
banished queen whose son was stolen by Rumpelstiltskin eleven years earlier, and she 
provides much more than the answer they seek. 
 
 
 
 
 



10.  

 

 
 
Saint Ciaran: the tale of a saint of Ireland (May 2000) 
Retells some of the legends of Saint Ciaran, or Kieran, an early Irish saint who loved 
nature and God before Christianity came to Ireland, journeyed to Rome to become a 
Christian, and returned to Ireland to live as a hermit, surrounded by animals. 
 
11.  

 

 
 
Anson's way (Mar 1999) 
While serving as a British Fencible to maintain the peace in Ireland, Anson finds that his 
sympathy for a hedge master places him in conflict with the law of King George II. 
 
12.  

 

 
 
The sin eater (Oct 1996) 
While living on his grandparents' farm in New Hampshire, Cole hears stories about a 
mysterious sin-eater; these stories enable Cole to learn forgiveness and to connect with 
his ancestors. 
 
 


